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From Our History

The Historic Gay-Hagan Cemetery located off Phillips Springs
Rd is one of the oldest cemeteries in our area.  It has
mistakenly been referred to by many locals as "an old Civil
War Cemetery" although there is only one documented Civil
War veteran buried in the cemetery.  Vandalism in the
1970's and 1980's has left its mark, with several stones
taken from the cemetery, some stones broken, and some
graves actually disturbed.  Turn the page in this newsletter
to read more about this historic cemetery.

TEACHING PRESERVATION.  Always helping to preserve history,
volunteer Harold Wells is pictured above working alongside a

youth group from the Gladewater First Baptist Church.

Gay-Hagan CemeteryGay-Hagan CemeteryGay-Hagan Cemetery



Contrary to what many locals have been told, the
Gay-Hagan Cemetery is not an “old confederate
soldier graveyard”. In fact, according to cemetery
records, there is only one grave believed to have belonged
to a man who fought in the Civil War and that is the grave
of Perry Hewitt, born in South Carolina in1845.  And since
he didn't die until1922, his grave in the Gay-Hagen
Cemetery is far from the oldest grave in this cemetery. 

The oldest graves recorded in the Gay-Hagan Cemetery,
which is located on the Gregg Co-Upshur Co line on N.
Phillips Springs Rd just east of East Lake Drive, would be
the graves of some of this area's oldest settlers -
members of the Elvey Anderson Shepperd family.

Pioneer Mother, Elvey Anderson Shepperd
Elvey Shepperd was born in 1779 to Elijah Anderson, a soldier of
the American Revolution, and Elvina Brack. On February 22, 1802,
Elvey Anderson married Wiliam Shepperd in Georgia. Sometime
later, the couple and their children moved to Alabama where in
1828, William was killed accidentally by a falling tree. It was in
1845 that Elvey led most all of her family by wagon to Red
Rock, Upshur County, Texas from Montgomery County,
Alabama. It was here that she built one of the first homes in this
area, a log cabin that stood for over 100 years.

Elvey Shepperd died in 1860 and is buried in this cemetery
now known as the Gay-Hagan Cemetery. Although her grave
is one of the earliest documented graves, that of a grandchild,
F.E.L. Shepperd (1849-1854) who proceeded her in death, would
be or is the oldest recorded burial. 

Children of William and Elvey Anderson Shepperd settling
in Texas were:

Historic Gay-Hagan Cemetery
~Time to Dispel the Tale ~

 

William Allen Shepperd II, born 1804 in Richmond, GA and died in 1871. Buried in King Cemetery, Thornton, Limestone County, Texas. One of his
sons, William Washington Shepperd donated the land ca 1880 for the Locust Grove Baptist Church and Cemetery.
Levinia Mildred Shepperd Moseley, born 1810 in Georgia and died 1849 in Upshur County, TX. Levinia and husband, Mason Moseley, are buried in
the Moseley Cemetery, Gladewater, Gregg Co. Texas.
Mary “Polly” Shepperd Phillips, born 1812, Richmond Co., Georgia and died 1875, Upshur County, Texas. Mary was married to William Phillips, son
of George Phillips. William’s sister, Mary Jane Phillips, was married to Jarrett Dean and was part of the group that came to Texas in 1845. Jarrett Dean
and another man named Anderson White each sold land to T & P Railroad to establish a train mail stop and new town of Gladewater. Jarrett and Mary
Jane Dean are buried in the Moseley Cemetery, Gladewater.
Elijah Byrd Shepperd (Mary’s twin), born in 1812, Richmond Co., Georgia and died 1878 in Lone Oak, Hunt County, Texas. Elijah is buried in the
Donelton Cemetery, Lone Oak, Tx
Elijah Eleazor Shepperd, born in 1815, Richmond Co., Georgia and died in 1851, Gladewater, Upshur County, TX. Elisha Eleazor is buried in the Red
Rock Memorial Park, Gladewater. He and his wife, Mary Ann Butler, had one child named after his mother Elvey. She married William Henry Bowles.
Spelling later changed to Boles.
Alfred Fulton Shepperd, born 1817 in Jefferson Co., Georgia and died in 1876 in Upshur County, TX.He and his wife, Florence E. Hardin Shepperd are
buried in the Gay-Hagen Cemetery, Gladewater, Tx.
Robert Alexander Shepperd, born 1819 and died 1870. Burial in Covington Cemetery, Falls County, Texas. Husband of Louisa Ann Hagens.

 
"Hundreds of descendants of this pioneer family have been leaders in agriculture, business, church and public affairs". 

 Quote from "The Shepperds of Upshur County", Gilmer Mirror (Gilmer, Texas), 15 Aug 1968, Thu, page 37



One of the most recognizable corners in the city of Gladewater, Texas would be the corner of West
Pacific and North Main Street.  And one of the first businesses to inhabit this corner was the
Ponder’s Store, a one-story wooden structure established sometime during the 1890’s by James
Alexander Ponder (1862-1915).  

THE PONDER FAMILY.  James Alexander Ponder was born into a large family of Ponders who lived at the
time of his birth in Scott County, Mississippi.  In the late 1800’s James A.  and several of his siblings traveled
to Texas from Mississippi.  Some of this Ponder family settled in the Hallsville, Tx area while others traveled
further west and settled in and around the Big Sandy/Hawkins area.  

Evidently, James Ponder made a stop in the Pine Tree area (part of Upshur County at that time) where he
met and married Annie Elizabeth Ford.   It is not clear to this writer as to the exact date the two were married
but the arrival of their first child, Bert Bruce Ponder, is recorded in Ancestry as born in Texas in 1889,
followed by the birth of Orby Earl in 1892, Grace (1893), and Hazel (1896).  The birth of their last child, Walter
Weeks Ponder, is the only child of James Alexander and Annie Elizabeth Ponder recorded as being born in
Gladewater, Gregg County, Texas.  Walter Weeks Ponder’s date of birth is 1901.

THE PONDERS IN GLADEWATER. According to the information above, it seems reasonable to believe that
the James A. Ponder family moved into Gladewater sometime after the birth of Hazel in 1896 and before the
birth of their last child, Walter, in 1901. Also, the 1900 US Census for Gregg County records James Alexander
and Annie Elizabeth Ponder as living in Gladewater with their four oldest children in a home located very
near the L.J. Everett family home. Ponder’s occupation is listed as “merchant”.

 
 

- "That Corner Station" -
Ponder's Store to Proctor's Station 



THE PONDER'S STORE. At this writing, we have not been able to document the exact date the Ponder Store
opened. However, there is documentation from several sources as to its location, the west corner of Pacific
and Main. An approximate date may be found from the Masonic Lodge Historical Marker which states that
the first meeting of the Gladewater Masonic Lodge was held in Ponder’s Store on June 27, 1901. 

The historical marker also states that the Masonic Lodge continued meeting in Ponder’s store until 1931
except for a short period around 1908 when the original one-story Ponder building was deemed unsafe and
demolished to make way for a “more modern two-story stone structure.” With the two-story building now
serving as the Ponder Store, Ponder was able to rent space on the North Main side of the building to the
local US. Post office and in 1909, when W. C. Holloway II came to Gladewater and established the first
newspaper office, he also rented space in Ponder’s Store for the newspaper office. 

PONDER’S STATION. With the coming of the automobile, there was now a new product, gasoline, that most
of these general store owners would begin selling. These general stores, such as Ponders, already had pre-
existing relationships with refineries through their sale of kerosene. Usually, “gasoline was stored in five-
gallon cans stacked curbside or in large above-ground tanks. Fuel was poured into the automobile’s gas tank
using a funnel with a chamois as a filter.” (Source: The First Gas Station, www.saferack.com/the-first-gas-
station)

The Ponders, cont'd

By 1910, gasoline wholesalers were
beginning to be hard at it in Texas and
could be seen delivering the gasoline
product to wherever those general stores
and automobile-related businesses were
located. In the early days, the deliveries
were sometimes made with horse-drawn
tank wagons. 

No doubt, the Ponder’s Store would
evolve into a full-service “filling station”.
The location in downtown Gladewater at
that time was prime for such a transition.
James Alexander Ponder died in 1915 and
there are indications that his oldest son,
Bert Bruce, was left in charge of the store.
The changeover of Ponder's Store to
Ponder’s Service Station surely occurred
around that time.

Many ads for Ponder’s Texaco Station can
be found published during the 1920’s in
the Longview News. These were ads
placed by Texaco Agent, B.W. Crain of
Longview,.

 
The last ad found in the Longview News listing the Gladewater Texaco station as Ponder’s

Texaco appeared in March 1930. 
 



Almost a year later, in October 1931, a man named Hugh White arrived in Gladewater after
purchasing the Ponder Station.  The name of the corner station was changed to White’s Super
Service Station. The name not only reflected the new ownership but also, the type of station, a
"one-stop full-service station". 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1931-1950: WHITE’S SUPER SERVICE STATION
Hugh White and business partner, C.O. Bud Weiser

If walls could talk, we would certainly learn a lot about “the town, people and politics” of early Gladewater
just by standing near this building located at the corner of Main & West Pacific! The building and station,
which once belonged to the James A. Ponder family, was now owned by a new man in town named Hugh
White. 

Soon after Mr. White moved to Gladewater in 1931 and established White’s Super Service Station, he became
very active in the civic affairs of early Gladewater boom days, and it wasn’t long before his station became a
“meeting place for almost everyone in town”.

White and his business partner, C.O. “Bud” Weiser, had been in business together for many years
in Cisco, Texas, where they operated the Southwestern Motor Company. Although Mr. White moved to
Gladewater in 1931, Mr. Weiser didn’t arrive until a little later, around 1933. And, it was several years after
that time, on October 2, 1948, that the two partners established a Firestone dealer store in the building just
north of the Texaco station at 109 N. Main.  This location had originally housed McKean Clinic. 

Hugh White also bought out another Texaco Station that he called White’s Super Service Station #2. This
was the Texaco Station located on the corner of N. Main & Upshur (Hwy. 80).  He sold it in 1950.

1950: WEISER'S ONE-STOP SERVICE STATION.  In 1950, due to health reasons, Hugh White and family were
planning to leave Gladewater and move to Alpine Texas. Mr. Weiser bought out White’s interest in White’s
Garage and Texaco service station which the two men had operated here for 18 years as well as his Firestone
Tire and Supply store at 109 N. Main. 

The Ponder's to White''s Super Service Station



1954-58: WHITE’S SUPER SERVICE STATION, J.P. Radney, owner
In 1954, the downtown Texaco station at Pacific & Main changed hands again with J.P. Radney announcing his
ownership and intent to use the original station name, WHITE’S SUPER SERVICE STATION.J.P. Radney lived in
Gladewater and was Hugh White’s brother-in-law. 

1958 – 1964: HAMMOND’S TEXACO STATION No. 2, Elvis Hammond, owner.
It was announced in the April 4,1950 Gladewater paper that Elvis Hammond had purchased White’s Super
Service Station #2 from Hugh White.  And, in a 1958 Gladewater Daily Mirror Bear Football Ad, both of
Hammond’s Texaco Stations are now listed.  Hammond's No 1 Main & Hwy 80 and Hammond's Texaco
Station No 2, Main & Pacific.

.1964-ca1989:  GEORGE’S TEXACO, George M.  Proctor, owner.  
George M. Proctor had been a longtime employee of the Texaco Station.  He had worked for both Hugh
White and Elvis Hammond.  George was working with Elvis Hammond at the time of his sudden death in
1964. Mr. Proctor was a well-respected man in Gladewater.  He became owner of the station in October
1964 and the name was changed to George’s Texaco.  You will hear many locals today still refer to the station
on the corner as “that was Proctor’s Station.”  The reference Proctor’s Texaco continued to be used after
George’s son, Tim, took over the store in the late 70’s. 

George’s Texaco closed for good sometime around 1989 which was also about the time “the EPA passed
a regulation asking owners to locate, remove, upgrade, or replace underground storage tanks. Each state
was given authority to establish such a program within its own jurisdiction, to compensate owners for the
cleanup of underground petroleum leaks, to set standards and licensing for installers, and to register and
inspect underground tanks”.
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And now, for reasons of health, Hugh White must leave our
town. He is moving to Alpine, in West Texas, to go into
business in a higher, dryer climate. And what we shall do
without his kindness, his untiring efforts, and his “big as a
barn” heart, no one knows.

People like Hugh White are a rare species. The milk of
human kindness does not flow in every breast. There are
too few people you can always depend on to give their all
to every good cause and work.

Hugh White is one of those wonderful people, and we’re
going to miss him.

 

 
Hugh White is pictured above on the right with son, W.C. White and grandson, Chris White. Photo made around the time
White left Gladewater for Alpine, where he served as Mayor in the 1960's and later as manager of the Alpine Chamber of
Commerce.  He was a lifetime director of the West Texas Chamber of Commerce and lifetime member of the Lions Club.

REMEMBERING EARLY CITIZENS
 

 
HUGH S. WHITE

Gladewater Resident 1931-1950
 

“Never have so many liked one guy so much.” 
~Nat Lamb, Gladewater Daily Mirror, 1950.

The following was copied from a news column “The Pied Typer” written by Nat Lamb, Gladewater Daily
Mirror, May 16, 1950, p4.

Hugh White should be voted "Mr. Gladewater, 1950".  To work-over a phrase by Winston Churchill, “Never have so
many liked one guy so much.” And Hugh White deserves it far more than most people realize. 

Of all the things a person may contribute, the most valuable item is hard work. And Hugh White has worked harder
to build Gladewater than anyone else in town, according to public sentiment.

To a newcomer, putting people in their proper pigeon-holes is a tough job, but pegging Hugh White as “the town’s
Number One citizen,” hasn’t been too hard for anyone to do. Others may give more money to public works and civic
causes, but no one has contributed more time and effort to things of a civic nature.

No job has been too small, no task too difficult for him to tackle. And the beautiful side of it is that he does
everything so willingly. If there was anything to be done, and done cheerfully, all one had to do was go tell Mr. White
and the task was half over already.

A citizen of Gladewater since 1931, he has operated his White’s Super Service Texaco Station since he came to town.
And in those days his place of business was a meeting place for almost everyone in town.

He is an outstanding success in the business field and rarely ever loses a customer. Once you have driven into his
service station, and received his personal attention, you are a customer for life. He personally waits on just about
every customer that drives up. And he never fails to thank you for visiting him.

He and Bud Weiser have been in business for many years together, having operated the Southwestern Motor
Company in Cisco before coming to Gladewater.

 



On April 20, 1950, a headline in the Gladewater Daily Mirror read, "Glowing Tribute Paid By
Rotarians to Civic Leader."  The first paragraph read:  Members of the Rotary Club paid tribute to one of
Gladewater’s most outstanding citizens, Hugh White, in an expression of their appreciate for what he has
done for the town and for individuals in the 18 years he has been here.  There were many damp eyes in the
crowd today as the story of White's kindness and work in Gladewater was told by several of his friends who
are Rotary members.   “Our loss will be Alpine’s gain, even as we regret losing one of the leading citizens of
Gladewater, our good wishes go with Hugh White, " stated Rotarian Howard Hall.  

Brief account of Hugh White's contributions while in Gladewater:
Hugh White served our city of Gladewater well.  He owned White's Super Service Station #1 on the corner of Main and
Pacific, and a second Texaco station, White’s Super Service Number 2, on the corner of Main & Upshur.  Mr. White also
served as President of the Gladewater County Line ISD Board of Trustees, Director of the East Texas Chamber of
Commerce, Chairman of the Gregg County Memorial Hospital Board, Gladewater Chamber of Commerce, Gladewater
Round-Up Rodeo Association and as a Gregg County Commissioner.  

The GLADEWATER POST OFFICE:  Hugh White was among several Gladewater men who worked tirelessly to secure a
new post office for Gladewater.  In August 1937, Hugh White, who was President of the Chamber of Commerce at the
time, accompanied by Gladewater Postmaster K.J. Preston, went to Washington D.C.  to have a conference with then
Congressman from our District, Morgan Sanders.  According to Hugh White, "We had a very pleasant visit with
Congressman Sanders and were told that he had a commitment for one new Post Office for that year but that we
would be in line for one for Gladewater for the next year.  Congressman Beckworth became our representative the
next year and backed the effort to have money appropriated for the present building.  Land for the location on the
corner of Dean and Pacific Street was purchased from Mrs. J.B. Cloud and Mrs. Ollie Ponder.  Our Post Office was
completed in September 1941.

The GREGG COUNTY AIRPORT:  Near the beginning of World War II, efforts were in progress to secure a Gregg
County Airport to serve Longview, Kilgore and Gladewater for commercial and military needs.  Many meetings were
held, and trips made by leaders of the three towns involved.  Gregg County, small in area and crossed by the Sabine
River, also having oil production and exploration over a large part of the county, afforded a problem for an airport. 
 After long studies, a sight was tentatively selected and later became the County Airport.  Mayor Roy Laird of Kilgore
was named Chairman of the Airport Committee, Grady Shipp, Manager of Longview Chamber of Commerce, and
Hugh White of Gladewater were on the committee.

The GLADEWATER AIRPORT (DOC SHEPPERD FIELD):  It has been documented that Hugh White helped negotiate the
land deal from Doc Shepperd to the City of Gladewater for the purpose of an airport.

The HIGHWAY PROGRAM IN EAST TEXAS:  Hugh White served as Chairman of the Gregg County Highway Committee
during the 40's.  "With the development of the oil industry and the increased traffic, the State Highway Commission
recognized our needs and took action.  Most important at the time was a four-lane highway to Longview, a new
highway to Kilgore and improvements to the highways toward Tyler and Gilmer.  After many meetings and hearings,
the projects were put into motion and was culminated with the completion and official opening with grand
ceremonies held in Longview, Kilgore and Gladewater.

The 1939 GLADEWATER BAND TRIP to Lions International Convention, Pittsburg, PA and World's Fair in New York
City.  After attending Lions International in Oakland California, held the summer of 1938, local Lions Club President
Hugh White and Lions District Governor Judge Henry Pharr of Greenville conceived the idea that they would sponsor
the Gladewater High School Band to be named the Official Band for Texas for 1939 to make the trip to Pittsburg, PA to
the Lions International Convention and on to the World's Fair being held that year in New Your City.  They suggested
the project first to Gladewater Band Director Alto Tatum, then to the local Lions Club and then to the School Board
and were met with enthusiastic cooperation on all sides.  It took a tremendous amount of promotion and work from
Lions across the state of Texas.  With all of this backing, a sum of twelve thousand dollars was raised and some 100
band members and chaperones made the trip by train to Pittsburg and later New York City.

 

REMEMBERING EARLY CITIZENS, Hugh S. White, cont'd from previous page.
“I’m going to miss Gladewater, too,” he said. “It’s my hometown, you know, and I love everybody in it.” 



Who's Who
Museum Director, Elaine Roddy

According to Elaine, "The Gladewater Museum opened under the capable leadership of Fredalene Clark. The
Gladewater Historical Society had the ambitious dream back in 1987 of opening a museum dedicated to the rich
history of our city. At that time, John Ben Shepperd helped establish a non-profit corporation and the society
purchased the display cases from Day Drug with the determination that one day those cases would be used in a
museum. On November 5, 2005, the museum opened its doors in the Ellen Bauman Community Center, built in
1939, fulfilling that dream.

"To me, those cases represent all the hard work and determination to keep that dream alive. Our building is
historic; the contents are historic and the many names that have become a part of Gladewater's history have joined
the list of historic icons. Our mission "is to preserve, educate and encourage public appreciation of Gladewater
history and the surrounding area". The people of the community have an obligation to tell their story and to partner
with the museum. That small Kodak picture of your grandfather in front of his business in 1940 or 1990 is history
and needs to be shared. Any museum is a success if it displays bits and pieces from the past that represents the
people from any era. That's what we try to do!

No one devotes more hours
working to preserve Gladewater
history than Gladewater Museum
Director Elaine Roddy.  Elaine's
creative vision displaying the
information she gathers about
people, places and events from
our city's history results in perfectly
created exhibits.  Museum visitors
find the displays in each room
both aesthetically pleasing and
educational. Visitors are able to
discover the history of our beloved
city viewing the exhibits on their
own or with a guided tour led by
Elaine or one of the museum
docents.  

Our all-volunteer staff is the best!
We are dedicated to preserving,
educating and encouraging the
community to appreciate its
colorful past Come by 116 West
Pacific to see Gladewater's history
through pictures and stories and
consider sharing your story. Future
generations will thank you."

Elaine Roddy, 
Museum Director

https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fsh65


 

Support the Gladewater Museum!  Your
contribution will help keep the history of
our town ALIVE for future generations.

 

Visit the museum & discover the history of Gladewater TX.



Who's Who
Harold Wells, Museum Volunteer

The Gladewater Museum Board of Directors
We Appreciate You, Harold!

In 1987, Harold became a charter member of the Gladewater Historical Society.  But his interest in local
history didn’t stop there. He was appointed to the serve on the Board of the Gregg County Historical
Commission and in 2007 was appointed Chairman of the Board.

Harold has volunteered service to most all local civic and charitable organizations. He has served on the
Airport Board and both the Kiwanis and Lions Club and for many years as one of the directors of the
Gladewater Round-Up Rodeo. He joined the Chamber of Commerce in 1978 and still remains active as
one of its directors.  Harold Wells also served a number of years on the City Council and was elected
Mayor of Gladewater in 2012, a position he held for six years.

 “Seeing an opportunity a few years ago to make his city’s Everett Park more inviting, he put on his work
gloves and picked up his tools to make it so.” Harold Wells “sets a wonderful example of the good that
can be wrought by those willing to take time to brighten the corner where you are.” *

And, most recently, at the age of 80+, Harold Wells could be found with his tools and work gloves
volunteering to help clean the historical Gay-Hagen Cemetery off Phillips Springs Road.  

Harold Wells’ philosophy on volunteering is quite simple: “If you see something that needs to be done,
just do it!" And that he has been doing since the day he and his wife, Linda, and family arrived in
Gladewater!

*Quote from newspapers.com, Longview News-Journal (Longview, Texas), 17 Nov 2017, page A4

The year was 1974 when Harold Wells, his wife, Linda,
and two young sons moved to Gladewater where Harold
would take over ownership of a local State Farm Agency. 

It wasn't long after settling in Gladewater that Harold said
he started seeing buildings being vacated and the old
original signs removed. It seemed that nobody wanted
the job of preserving those building signs.  And that's
when Harold Wells made the decision to do all possible
to help preserve a part of the city’s history and heritage. 

 
This endeavor soon led to a collection of over 2,000
items that Harold has displayed in a building and around
the grounds of the property next to the H.R. Wells State
Farm Insurance Co.



 

THE GLADEWATER MUSEUM
116 West Pacific
P.O. Box 85
Gladewater, TX 75647

 
VISIT US! Visitors are always welcome. We are proud of
our museum and enjoy sharing our local history. 

VOLUNTEER! We are always looking to add to our
outstanding staff. Contact the museum if you would be
interested in volunteering your time and talents with us.

DONATE! Donations of any amount are always welcomed
and appreciated. To make your tax-deductible donation,
visit our website:  www.gladewatermuseum.org/donations

~SUPPORT THE GLADEWATER MUSEUM~

 The Gladewater Museum is a Texas nonprofit corporation operating under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue  Code.


